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Should a State’s Right to Claim 
Custody of Abandoned Property 
Dovetail with the Owner’s Rights in that 
Property?
John A. Biek’s article was published in the May-June 2014 
issue of Journal of Passthrough Entities. He addresses the 
touchstone of all abandoned property laws, the state’s 
rights in the unclaimed property item are derivative of 
what the apparent owner would be able to claim from 
the holder.
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